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which have attached to their names. The assassin
with his knife, the machinations of court dignitaries,
and the displeasure of Kings failed to break the line
of succession, though there were numerous occasions
when this was perilously near accomplishment. The
chances of battle, and the rigours of frequent and
forced migration rendered the stock virile, and pro-
duced a background which has enabled successive
Ismailian heads to cope with situations which called
for the highest endeavour and steel-like resolve. The
history of the line is redolent of astonishing incident,
and that of our own time has been little less remark-
able. It has seen many astounding changes in the
world of Islam, just as there have been vast upheavals
in the world without.
The present Aga Khan has weathered a tempest
of long duration, and he, as head of his sect, finds
himself more firmly in the saddle while others
have been ejected and cast into the night.
In the cosmopolitan complex which the vicissi-
tudes besetting his House engendered he found the
strength and that breadth of outlook which enabled
him to steer a course through events where the
slightest mishandling would have precipitated a
Near-Eastern conflagration of terrifying proportions.
Too frequently the train was laid, and it required
only a spark to set millions on the road to religious
war, yet always was the Aga Khan there fighting
for the cause of moderation and sanity. The West
is largely unappreciative of the achievements of this
man in the cause of peace, principally because it
does not know, and the Aga Khan is no publicist.